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Vision texts shaping FMC perspective over past several years include: 
 
• Ephesians 3:16-21 - I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his 

Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  And I pray that you, 
being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide 
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that 
you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.  

  
• Isaiah 43:18-19 - Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!  Now 

it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.  
  
• Jeremiah 33:2-3 - This is what the LORD says, he who made the earth, the LORD who formed it and 

established it--the LORD is his name:  “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and 
unsearchable things you do not know.”  

  
• Matthew 28:19-20 - Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 

  
• John 16:12-15 - I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.  But when he, the Spirit 

of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he 
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.  He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and 
making it known to you.  All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from 
what is mine and make it known to you.  

  
• 2 Corinthians 4:5-7 - For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your 

servants for Jesus' sake.  For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in 
our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.   But we have 
this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.  

  
• Luke 12:16-21, 48b - And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good 

crop.  He thought to himself, `What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.'  Then he said, `This is 
what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 
goods.  And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; 
eat, drink and be merry."  "But God said to him, `You fool! This very night your life will be demanded 
from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'   This is how it will be with anyone 
who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God. ... From everyone who has been given 
much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be 
asked.  

  
• Exodus 18:24-27, 18b-20 - So Moses listened to his father-in-law and did all that he had said.  Moses 

chose able men from all Israel and appointed them as heads over the people, as officers over 
thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens.  And they judged the people at all times; hard cases they brought 
to Moses, but any minor case they decided themselves.  Then Moses let his father-in-law depart, and he 
went off to his own country. … For the task is too heavy for you; you cannot do it alone. Now listen to 
me. I will give you counsel, and God be with you! You should represent the people before God, and you 
should bring their cases before God; teach them the statutes and instructions and make known to them 
the way they are to go and the things they are to do.  

  
• Ephesians 4:11-12 - The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some 

evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ. 
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• II Timothy 2:1-2 - You then, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus; and what you have 
heard from me through many witnesses entrust to faithful people who will be able to teach others as 
well. 

  
• Luke 10:1-12 - After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to 

every town and place where he himself intended to go.  He said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but 
the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.  Go on 
your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves.  Carry no purse, no bag, no 
sandals; and greet no one on the road.  Whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this house!'  And 
if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to 
you.  Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to 
be paid. Do not move about from house to house.  Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome 
you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has 
come near to you.'  But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets 
and say, 'Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you.  Yet know 
this: the kingdom of God has come near.'  I tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than 
for that town.  

 
• I Timothy 4:12, 14 - I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he 

judged me faithful and appointed me to his service … and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with 
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

 
• Acts 2:5-13, 37-42 - Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  

And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 
the native language of each.  Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of 
power."  All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?"  But others 
sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine."  

 
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 
"Brothers, what should we do?"  Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our 
God calls to him."  And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, "Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation."  So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that 
day about three thousand persons were added.  They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  

 
• Revelation 7:9-10 - After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 

 
• 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 - So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 

away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to 
us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
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