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Life Together

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is
when God’s people live together in
unity! For there the LORD bestows
his blessing, even life forevermore,”
Psalm 133: 1,3b. As we prepare for
this year’s annual assembly we are
looking at Psalm 133 and Life Together. When the delegates of Franconia
Conference congregations gather on
November 3-4 they will be discerning
if reconciliation with Eastern District
Conference is possible after a split
170 years ago, and if Franconia Conference is willing to accept four new
congregations as members. It is a time
to reflect on how we do life together as
congregations and a Conference, and
what life together God is calling us to.
We are all a part of the body of Christ
(1 Corinthians 12:14-21). We need
one another. Yet in our life together,
there are times that we find ourselves
at odds with each other. There could
be a variety of reasons why or topics
we end up disagreeing on. At the same
time, Psalm 133 becomes a resonating
fact that we are called as believers
to live in unity. Whether or not you
think we all should wear plain coats
to church, we still need to seek to
somehow have unity within the Body
of Christ.
What does it mean to be in unity? Is
unity full agreement? Is unity partial
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Editorial

“When the heart and mind are near,
distance is no longer a problem.” Aldo Siahaan, pastor of Philadelphia
Praise Center

Sometimes the distance across the
continent doesn’t seem as far as
a walk across the street. For our
Conference’s Indonesian-speaking
congregations, the desire to share
the sense of family that they’ve
found in Franconia Conference
has opened up the possibility of
new member congregations both
in New York and on the West
Coast.
At the same time, we’re working
to understand the differences that
led to building separate meetinghouses alongside or across
the road from one another within
Franconia and Eastern District
Conferences. At the time , 170
years ago, it seemed like insurmountable disagreement, but
today it seems less like irreconcilable differences.
We are living in the midst of
significant changes in the church,
globally and locally. Our historic
Conference is not immune. We’re
being shaped by changes in culture and technology, in economics
and demographics. The changes
offer new challenges and new
possibilities to live out a mission
of healing and hope.
My hope for us is that in the
journey, as we seek to discern the
Spirit’s stirring, we’ll find our
hearts warmed and our minds
transformed by the
presence of the
Resurrected Christ.
— Steve Kriss,
Executive Minister

agreement? Is unity only agreeing to the majority of items in life? It is tough to
define unity. What about unity in different settings? In Conference what does it
mean to be in unity? Unity within an institutional setting...yes, I said it. Unity in
an institution is much different than unity within the Body of Christ, within family
ties.
Psalm 133 doesn’t call us to an institutional unity. We are called to a family unity.
Family means that we are unified through God and His son, Christ Jesus, first and
foremost. We are unified secondly by our views. Let’s face it: when we disagree on
something that we hold near and dear to us we usually end up leaving that church
to find another. It’s painful to read and think about, but that is our history. Yet,
God calls us to strive to bring ourselves together and work through our doctrinal
discrepancies and find the truth within the Lord as we are family. “Behold, how
good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! For there the
LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.”
So as the people of God, striving for unity and building up the church. I implore
you to look at our Conferences as families. Not institutional governing bodies, but
family. Can we gather at assembly this year and claim each other as family? Who
is the crazy uncle that tells bad jokes at assembly? Who is that aunt that knows
how to give those encouraging words and makes you feel amazing when she is
done? Oh, the list goes on and on about the beauty of family, even when it doesn’t
get along.
Eastern District and Franconia Conference will be talking about their future
together. In the end it doesn’t matter what institutional changes are made, if any.
What will matter is that when we walk away from this assembly will we be closer
as family, a light into a dark world. “For there the LORD bestows his blessing,
even life forevermore.” Let us be those that are a blessing for those in our lives.
Let us be the ambassadors of life forevermore.
		
- Scott Roth, Associate Pastor at Perkiomenville Mennonite
		
Church and Interim Eastern District Conference Minister

From Sea to Shining Sea

Four congregations have requested to join Franconia Conference in time to be
considered for membership at assembly this fall. This has been – and is – a season
where many communities are looking for new alignments related to changes across
the Anabaptist landscape. We’ve been in conversation with a dozen different communities stretched from Queens (NY) to
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As we approach assembly this fall, we
will be inviting delegates to affirm four
new congregations as members in our
Conference. These four congregations
have some familiarity with us already
and their leaders have already established relationships with other leaders in
our Conference. These churches (one in
Queens, New York and three in the Los
Angeles, California area) will add to our
urban and multi-ethnic realities. These
congregations will continue to enrich and
challenge our life together as Franconia
Conference into the future.
The three California congregations seek
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to be admitted as a group, which enables us to provide better accompaniment and assistance to them. All three had been previous
members of Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference until earlier
this year when the conference reorganized and these congregations sought a new affiliation. The three churches –Jemaat Kristen Indonesia Anugerah (JKIA or Grace Indonesian Christian
Congregation), Indonesian Worship Church, and International
Christian Community Fellowship – have strong and long-term
Anabaptist commitments. Each congregation worships in a mix
of Indonesian and English.
Franconia Conference leaders with pastors from
These congregations have strong ties to our Philadelphia Indonethe California Churches.
sian speaking congregations as Nations Worship Center and PhilaFrom left to right: Aldo Siahaan, Pastor Buddy Hannanto,
delphia Praise Center have found a sense of home and family withJohn Goshow, Steve Kriss, and Pastor Virgo Handoyo.
in our Conference. These leaders have shared their experiences
with their West Coast colleagues which has made the California congregations wonder if they too might find family with
us in Franconia Conference. For many within the Indonesian community, the idea of relationships that span the continent
seems easy to maintain; it’s only half as far away as Indonesia.

In our age of ready communication technologies and easy bi-coastal travel, Franconia leadership believes that we can effectively, though differently, accompany and partner with these congregations. The estimated cost would be $10,000 in annual
expenses, which would include some staffing support and the hiring of an additional stipend leadership minister to work
specifically with these congregations. This would be reviewed within three years.
In the past, Franconia Conference has worked at church planting in Hawaii and maintained long term partnerships with
congregations in Mexico City. For 50 years members of Conference have traveled the six-hour trip back and forth to our
congregations in Vermont. Each of these congregations seeking membership brings vibrant gifts of leadership and service.
They’ve been invited to share their resources with us as we seek to multiply our gifts together for the sake of God’s Kingdom
on earth.
The fourth congregation, Bethany New York in Queens – has been in a dating relationship with Franconia Conference
for over a year. The congregation’s founding pastor has moved toward retirement and the emerging pastoral leader, Hendy Stevan, is currently a full-time student at Eastern Mennonite Seminary (EMS). Though planted in affiliation with the
Church of God, the church identifies with Anabaptism and has completed a teaching period on the seven core convictions
of Mennonite World Conference.
Though this would be Franconia’s first congregation in New York City, the Conference had previous member congregations
in Long Island that were planted out of mid-20th century initiatives, connecting with alternative service for conscientious
objectors. With Hendy’s ongoing studies at EMS and ongoing strengthening of relationships with other Pennsylvania congregations, along with the broader Mennonite Church USA body at Convention, Bethany is ready to become a full conference member and to participate in our life together.
These four churches total a membership of approximately 400 people and would add approximately 12 possible additional
delegates to our discernment body. Each church has been invited to consider sharing 3-10% of their annual income with
the Conference. Franconia Conference commits with these congregations, then, to walking together, to giving and receiving counsel and to extending the right fellowship which we have maintained for hundreds of years in our Conference
community.
These new member congregations will continue to re-shape our Conference community. Each is seeking the broader
relationships that are accessible through membership in Mennonite Church USA and our connections with Mennonite
World Conference. This is God’s invitation for Franconia Conference to continue to be transformed and to continue to live
together in seeking justice, with a great love of mercy and a willingness to walk humbly toward God’s dream.
— Steve Kriss, Executive Minister
Franconia Conference Executive Minister Steve Kriss with
Pastor Hendy Stevan in Orlando, FL attending Mennonite
Church USA Convention in
July 2017

Full Congregational Profiles for each of
the churches seeking membership can be
seen at: franconiaconference.org/congregations-seeking-membership/

Cross Country Family

“For immigrants, the church is our family,” said Pastor
Beny of Nations Worship Center. “We are separated from
our biological family so when we have issues we turn to our
brothers and sisters who are here. For us at Nations Worship Center, that includes the Indonesian congregations in
California. They are our family.”
This fall at the annual Conference Assembly, Franconia
Conference delegates will be asked to vote on a cluster of
three congregations in California seeking membership with
Franconia Conference. This California Cluster consists of
three Indonesian congregations in the Los Angeles Area:
Jemaat Kristen Indonesia Anugerah (JKIA), Indonesian
Community Christian Fellowship, and International Worship Center. All three have deep Mennonite roots and have
played a vital role in the lives of Franconia Conference’s
Philadelphia Congregations: Nations Worship Center
(NWC) and Philadelphia Praise Center (PPC).
As Pastor Beny Krisbianto was planting Nations Worship
Center he was looking to connect the congregation to a
larger body of believers and found the Indonesian congregations in California who introduced him to Franconia
Conference.
Pastor Beny went on to speak of how when you need help
you call your family. When Nations Worship Center was
raising money for their building, the churches in California
took up a collection. They share resources and information. It was the Indonesian congregations in California that
taught Pastor Beny about cross-cultural work with Mennonites and how Nations Worship Center could support
the Mennonite Church, getting involved with Mennonite
Central Committee and Everence.
Philadelphia Praise Center’s Pastor Aldo Siahaan sought
the council of Pastor Virgo Handoyo of JKIA when PPC
was looking to purchase a building. It was Pastor Virgo who
put him in touch with the Church Extension Service (Mennonite Financial Institution). From this network PPC was
able to purchase a church building. Pastor Aldo also spoke
of the formation of the Indonesian Mennonite Association
(IMA), which formed in 2007 when he was attending the
Mennonite Church USA (MCUSA) Convention in San Jose.
This led to him joining with leaders from the Indonesian
congregations in California, to conduct two workshops on
Immigration at MCUSA Conventions. Sharing information
relating to immigration continues even today as part of
their ongoing relationship.
As Pastor Aldo has said, “The distances of Pennsylvania
to California is far, but when the heart and mind are near,
distance is no longer a problem. Plus, being supported by
technology makes the relationship easier.”
To read full profiles on the congregations seeking membership with Franconia Conference visit: franconiaconference.
org/congregations-seeking-membership/

Conference Financial Update

August 2017
7 Months (FY 2017-18 unaudited))
Actual
Budget
Last Year

Operating Budget
REVENUE
Congregational contrib. $177,045
Properties Subsidy
$215,250
All Other Sources
$ 55,765
		
_________
Total Revenue (+)
$448,060
EXPENSES
Ministries/Programs
Support
		Services
Total
Expenses (-)
		
NET		

$295,115
$121,678
_________

$416,793
_________
$ 31,267

$175,187
$215,250
$ 69,868
_________

$170,019
$204,169
$ 50,792
_________

$367,632
$124,612
_________

$313,010
$ 87,104
_________

$460,305

$492,244
_________
($ 31,939)

$424,980

$400,114
_________
$ 24,866

Neighbors In New York Becoming
Family

Being a body of believers in the big city can feel isolating and
daunting, especially when not connected to the broader body
of Christ. Bethany Elshaddai Creative Community in New
York was in this position when they connected to Pastor Beny
Krisbianto from Nations Worship Center in Philadelphia.
Seeking a connection to the broader Body of Christ, Bethany
began to engage with the Franconia Conference’s Indonesian churches in South Philadelphia. Pastor Beny providing
preaching on occasions and Pastor Aldo Siahaan from Philadelphia Praise Center assisted the congregation with worship
team ministry.
Currently, Bethany’s pastor Hendy Stevan is attending Eastern Mennonite Seminary and the congregation is completing
a seven lesson series on the Shared Convictions of Global
Anabaptists from Mennonite World Conference. As Bethany
and Franconia Conference churches have continued to relate
to one another, they have recognized their shared values and
experiences; they have recognized they are family; part of the
family of God.
After two years of intentionally getting to know one another
Bethany has officially asked to become a member of Franconia Conference. The Conference Leadership is hopeful their
membership will be affirmed by the delegates at the 2017
Conference Assembly.

At the Fall Conference Assembly delegates will receive a report from the Exploring Reconciliation Reference Team - a culmination of the 12 month review
regarding Eastern District and Franconia Conference.
Delegates will have a chance at Assembly to vote on
whether or not to move forward with recommendations from the team. The full report is available at:
edc-fmc.org/exploring-reconciliation-report/

