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Traveling Together
Roadmaps allow us to chart a path to move to a
destination. A map doesn’t know when traffic is
heavy or a bridge is out. Sometimes our map isn’t
as up to date as we think it is and along the way
a road appears that might be a better option for
our journey. As things happen along the journey
we travelers must assess the situation and chart
around obstacles and hurdles that may arise keeping our forward momentum toward our destination.
Using a roadmap takes some discernment of data
as we travel together.
Franconia and Eastern District Conferences have
actually been journeying together for some time
now. About six years ago our two conferences
set forth to intentionally have joint assemblies
working to rebuild relationships. This past fall
that rebuilding resulted in engaging with and
completing a feasibility consultation exploring the
potential of a merger. This was a yearlong process
aided by two outside consultants and undertaken
by a team of members from both conferences.
At the 2017 Fall Assembly, delegates from both
conferences took action on a proposal set forth
by that consultation team to engage over the next
two years in a formal process of reconciliation and
structure exploration, the goal being to figure out
exactly what would a merged conference look like.
The end result is a vote at Fall Assembly of 2019
to determine if we will merge or not.
Since the 2017 Fall Assembly, two teams were created based on the consultation findings. One team
is to focus on the heart issues of the conferences.
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Editorial

“We are one in the Spirit
through the bond of peace.”
This passage from Ephesians
4:3 is the theme for the joint
Franconia Conference Eastern
District Fall Assembly this year.
This will be an Assembly unlike
any other as we explore together
what it would look like to be one
unified Conference. Not just one
in the Spirit, but one in operations and name as well. This
fall delegates and any member
of the Conferences who wish to
join will gather for worship and
to discuss where we are different and how those differences
may be reconciled.
In the midst of this we remember 1 Corinthians 12 and the
imagery of the body of Christ.
Though we are one body there
are many members. All of these
members come in great diversity of gifts, background, ethnicity. This year we are grateful to
many who are stepping up to
offer their gifts to our broader
community as we are in a time
of transition. We look to welcome new members to our board
and a new congregation -- all
who bring great talents and joy
with them.
While we are on a unique
journey of possible reconciliation, our work for the Kingdom
of God continues and we are
grateful for all those who are
still saying yes to the call to
that work, joining in this great
journey with us.
— Barbie Fischer,
Communication
Manager

The team has been identifying where congregations are working with one another and
helping congregations build relationships between themselves. This reconciliation
team’s goal is that after this fall assembly of 2018, we will be able to look well upon
each other. With the fall assembly theme being “We are one in the spirit through the
bond of peace,” the team is looking at: How do we become one? They have recognized
that the relationship between the two conferences is positive and one of comradery. The
differences that require healing are at a personal level of people and their stories. They
are working at ways to provide space for those stories, that the actions that created them
may not be repeated and those who are still hurting may find healing. The reconciliation
team is planning our joint worship times together for this Fall Assembly.
From a polity and structure standpoint there are some hurdles to overcome. This is
where the structure team has been working on identifying the variations of our polity
and structure to form Digging Deeper sessions during this year’s Fall Assembly. These
sessions are designed to gain feedback from delegates and any other member of the
conferences who want to join in the discussions regarding the differences and what we
really want to see moving forward in a merged environment. This information will help
the team develop a proposal of what a merged conference could look like.
Then on May 4, 2019 the conferences will hold a Spring Assembly where the structure
team will present their proposal for a merged Eastern District and Franconia Conference. There will be further discussion around vision, mission and if this is to move forward, what a new conference would be called. There will also be time to give feedback
on the proposed conference structure before a final proposal is presented at the Fall
Assembly of 2019. It is at the Fall Assembly of 2019 where we as conferences will take
a vote on whether or not to merge together.
As the teams have traveled together we have heard many ask, “why does this take two
years?” We must remember, we have a lot of ground to cover with 57 congregations
between the two conferences, a lot of polity and structure to review, and over 170 years
of history on our roadmap. Our volunteer teams also have different travel schedules, and
discerning changes in paths takes time, as various obstacles or new roads that weren’t
on our map.
The main milestones for us as conferences to note are the following: at Fall Assembly 2018 we will look well upon each other as we move forward. We will discuss and
discern with the Lord how we should operate as conferences together (as a merged or
separate entities). At Spring 2019 Assembly we will take time to kick the tires of the
proposed structure of a merged conference. At
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or not to merge. If we merge a team will need
to be established to implement the voted upon
Franconia Conference
structure and begin to assemble our new confer1000 Forty Foot Rd.
ence. We are all in this journey together.
Lansdale, PA 19446
		— Scott Roth, Acting
		
Executive Minister of
		
Eastern District Conference
If at any time you or your congregation wishes to
discuss or have input outside the assemblies you are
welcome to reach out to Scott Roth and he or someone
from the teams will gladly come to interact with you.
Scott can be reached at Scott@perkmc.com

Barbie Fischer,
Communication Manager
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Journeying in Faith: Conference-wide youth ministry in interim period

As Conference Youth Minister John Stoltzfus completed six years in that role with Franconia Conference in July, he stated, “As
a conference we need to continue to ask the question of how we are passing on the faith and work of the church to the next
generation. How are we doing as a church in modeling a self-giving faith centered in Jesus Christ? We will need to place our
trust and hope in a revealing God who has been faithful for many generations. We trust that the same Spirit that is at work in
our lives will continue to live and move in our children and the next generation of the gathered body of Christ.”
The reality of congregational and conference youth ministry is changing. Conference has been
aware of this. Two years ago the Board invited a taskforce to review how conference equips
youth ministers, leaders and the youth. John was a part of this process. The taskforce results
and recommendations should be available in the next months.
In August, John and his wife Paula relocated to Harrisonburg, VA where Paula began a pastoral role at Park View Mennonite Church. Before leaving, John helped to develop an interim
plan for continuing Conference youth ministry. Recognizing that youth ministry requires the
From left to right: Pastor Brent
work of many, three youth pastors have volunteered to serve in the following roles for the next
Camilleri, Pastor Danilo Sanchez
school year: Brent Camilleri, associate pastor of Deep Run East, is assuming leadership for
and Pastor Mike Ford.
facilitating the ongoing monthly youth pastor gathering; Mike Ford, pastor of youth at
Blooming Glen Mennonite Church, is coordinating the Spring Junior High Late Night Blast; Danilo Sanchez, associate pastor
of Whitehall and co-pastor of Ripple, will continue to serve on Mennonite Church USA Youth Ministry Council and be a liaison to the denomination.
Conference is grateful for the willingness and readiness of Danilo, Mike and Brent who bring long histories of service and
leadership in our Conference to carry extra responsibilities over the next months ensuring our youth and their leaders continue to be supported and equipped. This interim arrangement gives Conference time to continue the review process and discernment before making any long-term decisions regarding Conference youth ministry. We value your prayers for continued
discernment in next steps as we together imagine Conference-wide youth ministry into the future that is rooted in our shared
Anabaptist values and carries out our shared priorities of (trans)formation that is both missional and intercultural in the way of
— Steve Kriss, Executive Minister, and Mary Nitzsche, Associate Executive Minister
Christ’s peace.				

Up for the Task

At Fall Assembly delegates are being asked to affirm two new member to the Franconia Conference board, Cory Longacre of
Souderton Mennonite Church and Kiron Mateti of Plains Mennonite Church. The delegates are also being asked to affirm Angela Moyer of Ripple to the role of Assistant Moderator of Franconia Conference.
Cory joined the board in March as an interim Board member and has brought a wealth of business knowledge and board experience with him. He previously served nine years on the Souderton Mennonite Church
Board where he spent the last three years as chair. Cory grew up at Swamp Mennonite Church, settling
in after college at Souderton Mennonite Church with his wife Linda. He is a graduate of Dock Mennonite
Academy and currently co-owns TNC Self Storage and is Fleet Operations Manager at Perkiomen Tours.
Previously he spent 20 years with Farm & Home Oil Company where he started in sales, then after 4 years
transitioned to management, moving his way to Vice President where he spent several years before ending his time with the
company. Cory and Linda have three children: Olyvia, Davry and Zeke. “Cory brings a wealth of experience as both a community and business leader. He is both reflective and entrepreneurial — assets for our Conference,” says Steve Kriss, Franconia
Conference Executive Minister.
Kiron grew up in Ohio as the son of immigrants from India shaped by Hindu religious perspectives and the
pursuit of the life, liberty and happiness in the USA. While a student at Penn State University, he made
a commitment to following Christ, in the footsteps of his mom’s conversion and ongoing prayers. While
in State College, he met his now wife Rachel and began to attend University Mennonite Church. He was
active in student ministry on campus as well. Kiron has a Ph.D. in electrical engineering and works in robotics development. He and Rachel along with their two daughters and his mother moved to the BuxMont
area two years ago and began to attend Plains Mennonite Church. Kiron is committed to both a personal relationship with
Christ while engaging the world through perspectives that extend both justice and peace. Steve Kriss, stated that, “Kiron
would likely be our youngest board member. He’s in his 30s. He brings professional and global experiences as someone who
comes from a Hindu background into the Christian community through a charismatic, evangelical background toward Anabaptist commitments. He’s bright, engaged, will ask good questions
To give input into the reconciliation process
and help us find our way into new spaces, places, possibilities.” If
register
to join Digging Deeper at Fall Assembly
affirmed to the board, Kiron would begin his role in January 2019.
here: https://edc-fmc.org/assembly/
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Conference Financial Update
Angela Moyer has been a member of
August 2018
the board since 2015 and was the board
7 Months (FY 2018-19 unaudited)
representative on the executive search
Operating Budget
Actual
Budget
Last Year
committee in 2016. She is one of five
REVENUE
co-pastors at Ripple in Allentown and is
Congregational contrib. $155,790 $164,354 $177,046
bivocational also working as an occupaProperties Subsidy
$233,331 $233,331 $215,250
tional therapist for Good Shepherd Rehabilitation. After
All
Other
Sources
$ 51,808 _________
$ 76,468 $
29,265
_________
_________
graduating college she felt drawn to youth ministry and began 		
Total Revenue (+)
$440,929 $474,153 $421,561
working with the youth at her home church, Rockhill Mennonite, eventually serving as youth pastor from 2005-2011.
EXPENSES
She completed her studies at Eastern Mennonite Seminary’s Ministries/Programs
$334,961 $372,642 $295,415
Pennsylvania campus in 2012 and then joined the team at
Support
Services
$123,646 _________
$147,882 _________
$121,678
		
_________
Ripple. Angela enjoys living in Allentown in the intentionTotal
Expenses (-)
$458,607 _________
$520,524 _________
$417,093
		
_________
al community Zumé, in a neighborhood full of people from
NET		
$ (17,678) $ (46,371) $ 4,468
varied backgrounds and experiences. She brings to the board
the perspectives and needs of Lehigh Valley congregations as
they continue to grow. Executive committee member, Jim
King says, “Angela has a keen awareness and passion for the margins in our faith communities. She holds her core values with
the ability to communicate across generational and ethnic lines. I think she will do well in facilitating our group process.”
With her roots in Telford and as an urban and bi-vocational pastor, her gifts and background are well-suited for the role of a
ssistant moderator.
The Board is hopeful that all three will be affirmed by the delegates at the Fall Assembly for the positions they have been nominated for.

Seeking Membership

In 2017 San Francisco Chinese Mennonite Church and Franconia Conference began getting to know each other. Earlier this
year the congregation sent a request to the Conference Board, officially requesting membership. The board is therefore recommending the delegates affirm the congregation as members of Franconia Conference at the Fall Assembly in November.
San Francisco Chinese Mennonite Church (SFCMC) is pastored by Joshua So and is a Cantonese-speaking congregation of
around 35 members. In August of 2018, Executive Minister Steve Kriss, Leadership Minister, Jeff Wright, and Conference
intern Jerrell Williams visited with the congregation. They attended worship with the congregation and spent a day in the Bay
area with Pastor Joshua and Anita, his wife. The congregation was lively and hospitable; they met several members of the congregation during lunch and heard their stories and experiences in the United States. Pastor Joshua spoke of the congregations
desire for encouragement and support as they work at the spiritual growth of the congregation.
Jerrell Williams said, “This experience showed me the importance of encouragement for churches. SFCMC has felt alone for
a long time. Its biggest request from us on this trip was that we check in with them and encourage them. Whether we’re there
physically or we send them a text on a Sunday morning, they want to know we are praying for them and thinking of them.
Hearing of the needs of this congregation made me think of Paul and how he wrote letters to different churches. These letters
sometimes were ones of correction for when the church lost its way, but many of them included words of encouragement to
congregations. Paul saw it as important to send encouragement to the church whenever he got the chance.”
At times all people and congregations need support and encouragement. Part of the role of Franconia Conference is to provide
encouragement and to connect congregations. Much of the work of Conference is being willing to be present with each other,
Joshua So, pastor
even if via video conference or text messages. Churches need
of San Francisco
to know they are being prayed for, thought of and loved. The
Chinese
Mennonite
Conference Board believes the San Francisco Chinese MennoChurch, second
nite Church will be a wonderful part of the Franconia Conferfrom left, along with
ence community, as Conference continues to work at bicoastal
his wife, Anita So,
with Steve Kriss,
relationships with Franconia’s three other congregations in
Leadership Minister
California. The Board hopes to welcome SFCMC as new memJeff Wright, and
bers at the Fall Assembly with the delegates affirmation.
Jerrell Williams.

For more information on the Fall 2018 Assembly visit: https://edc-fmc.org/assembly/

